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Texas Senate adopts rules change to allow Voter ID vote
By Mike Ward
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After a dramatic display of partisan bloodletting, the Texas Senate on Wednesday adopted a change in its rules P:Jesr: ',eleirsees from Cﬁ:éﬁ Opljfsgrrﬁz of our
that will benefit Republicans by allowing a vote on a voter ID bill. community photographers'
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But in an upper chamber long known for its decorum and reluctance to publicly air its dirty laundry, the year set to music.

rancorous day took its toll. Amid the fight, Lt. Gov. David Dew-hurst, a Republican, at one point faced a public
challenge to his status as presiding officer. Advertisement

The Republicans aimed the exception at one issue — voter ID — to force a
future vote, which Democrats would otherwise have been able to block. The

final vote was 18-13, mostly along party lines, just as a series of procedural, . 1

19-12 votes leading up to the last one had been. That stirred some Democrats i

to label the skirmish as the start of the "War of 19-12," referring to the partisan B

split in the Senate. g i

Democrats say the proposed voter ID bill, which would require voters to show
photo identification before they can vote, discriminates against people who are
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P staTesvan  €lderly, disabled and minorities.
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Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst and : . -
Parliamentarian Karina Davis Republicans say stopping voter fraud should be a top priority.
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Echoing sentiments of other Democrats, Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, suggested that other important bills be
exempted from the two-thirds rule.

"All this special class of bills includes are purely partisan bills aimed really at preserving power," he said.

Despite criticism, Sen. Dan Patrick, a conservative Houston Republican who supported the change, said he o
considered it good that the Senate thoughtfully considered the two-thirds rule, which he has campaigned to PHOTOS GREAT SCHOOLS

replace with a three-fifths rule. Partly because of Wednesday's fight, he said he expects that more senators ;?aﬂgg’riew Amtrak \';\i/“dlet‘hschoh?' ool
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The day began with a closed-door meeting of senators, in which Democrats and Republicans tried to come to a  Mineola.
compromise on the rules change. Dewhurst, who said he had stayed out of the issue, at one point said he was
hopeful that senators would work out their differences.

"We'll either work it out or we'll slug it out,” said Sen. Leticia Van de Putte, D-San Antonio. @P
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Bill Hobby, a Democrat, Williams said the rule had been waived several times.

On voter ID, Williams said a simple majority should prevail for approval. That quickly sparked denunciations by



Democrats, who said changing the two-thirds rule to benefit a current majority could come back to punish them PRICE...(more)
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At one point, Sen. Eliot Shapleigh, D-El Paso, voiced a surprise procedural challenge: Because the Senate had

not yet adopted its rules, Dewhurst, a Republican, should not be acting as the presiding officer.

That stalled debate for nearly an hour as Senate leaders huddled with the parliamentarian and others.

But after another closed-door meeting, senators soon emerged. Dewhurst then ruled that the Texas
Constitution was clear that he should remain as the presiding officer.

Outside the Capitol, Cathie Adams, a Texas member of the Republican National Committee and leader of the
conservative Texas Eagle Forum, praised the GOP majority's effort .

"It's the principled thing to do," Adams said, because voter identification requirements will benefit Republicans
and Democrats by deterring fraud.

Adams said, however, that she wouldn't want to see a lowered threshold for Senate action on all issues.

She singled out pro-gambling measures, saying an easier threshold to debate gambling "is a very frightening
possibility.”

Additional material from staff writer W. Gardner Selby.

mward@statesman.com; 445-1712

Artery Clearing Secret

Hugh Downs reports on breakthrough from Nobel Prize
Winning Doctor.

www.bottomlinesecrets.com

Radisson Sas Senator Hotel from $145.34

Low Rate Guarantee in Lubeck, DE. Plus get up to $100
back.

www.GottaGoTravel.com

Senator

Browse a huge selection now. Find exactly what you
want today.

www.ebay.com

See How | Make 5k A Week

| Started My Business For Only $2 | Started Making My
First Week.

www.DavidsCreditStory.com

Ads by Yahoo!

Longview News | Longview Weather | Sports | Features | Business News | Opinions | Classifieds | Sitemap
Longview Cars | Longview Real Estate | Longview Jobs

Copyright 2008 Longview News-Journal. All rights reserved.

By using this service, you accept the terms of our visitor agreement and privacy policy.
Registered site users, you may edit your profile.
Having trouble? Visit our help & FAQ

ety | ENABLED

NEWSPAPERS



