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AUSTIN — Police would be better trained to recognize victims of human 
trafficking and those victims could receive better services under a bill passed 
Monday by the Texas Senate.

The bill, which now goes to the House, would direct the state attorney general's 
office to establish a task force to develop policies to assist in prevention and 
prosecution of human trafficking crimes.

Sen. Leticia Van de Putte, D-San Antonio, author of the bill, said women and 
children are the usual victims of this “modern-day slavery.”

“Every day, thousands of defenseless children and vulnerable adults are 
trafficked through Texas and forced into jobs as laborers or as prostitutes,” she 
said.

Sen. Dan Patrick, R-Houston, attempted to toughen the bill by allowing an 
expedited process to suspend a bar's liquor license if criminal activity is found. 
Patrick said some bars have been used as a front for prostitution by human 
traffickers.

He withdrew his amendment after Sen. Juan Hinojosa, D-McAllen, raised 
concerns about the impact on business owners who might be unaware of illegal 
activity on their premises.

However, a similar bill by Patrick is scheduled for a hearing today before the 
Senate Business and Commerce Committee.

Many of the provisions in the Senate-passed bill were recommended in a report 
by Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott, which found that many communities 
don't have adequate social services for victims. To help with those costs, a fund 
would be administered by the governor's criminal justice division.

The task force would develop training for law enforcement personnel, victim 
service providers and medical staff to help them identify victims. The Texas 
Juvenile Probation Commission would evaluate alternatives rather than 
incarceration for youths who are accused of engaging in prostitution.
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